#6 – Quantitative Methods Worksheet

NOTE: 	If you are planning to use a quantitative method complete parts 1 & 2
		If you are planning to use a qualitative method complete parts 1 & 3

Part 1 - Find the following journal article using the USC Upstate library:

Dainton, M. & Stokes, A. (2015). College students’ romantic relationships on Facebook: Linking the gratification for maintenance to Facebook maintenance activity and the experience of jealousy. Communication Quarterly, 63:4, 365-383, DOI: 10.1080/01463373.2015.1058283

Read the Methods and Results sections. 

1. What was their method?


2. What were the variables they measured?


3. Were there any confounding variables that intervened with the data? How do you know?


4. Describe their sample.


5. Which sampling design did they use?  Why do you think they used this one instead of the others available to them?


6. The authors used several existing measures for variables in their survey. Pick one and discuss:

a. Its name and authors/originators:

b. Its structure/question types:

c. Its Cronbach’s alpha: 

Research Methods – Practice Exercise Worksheet

This worksheet is adapted from Davis, Stamper, and Brais, 2017
Part 2: If you plan to perform a quantitative study, complete part two of this assignment. If you plan to perform a qualitative study, skip to part 3!

Part 2 – Only complete if you plan to research your topic using a quantitative method.

1. What is the population for your study? (not just “everyone” – be specific)


2. Describe your intended sample and be as specific as possible. (If survey, describe demographic features/location/etc…if content analysis, describe specific sources of content – think what/when/who/why.)


3. What challenges do you think you might face in the recruitment/gathering of your sample and how will you work through those challenges?


4. How will you ensure the confidentiality of your participants? 


5. Describe the procedure of your planned study
a. What is your method (what will you actually do to gather data)?

b. Why is the method you’ve selected the best choice for your project? (5 points)




c. What will you ask/look for/focus on in the collection of your data? (5 points)




d. How much data do you plan to collect? (BE SPECIFIC)

e. Where and when will you collect this data? (BE SPECIFIC – but it’s ok to speculate here)





Part 3 – Only complete if you plan to research your topic using a qualitative method.

Why did you choose NOT to use a quantitative method? What about it does not work for your study?




